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Cost-Effectiveness of Energy Efficiency Programs – Evaluating the Impacts of a Regional 
Program in France 
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SESSION SUMMARY: 
 
 This session will present results of different programs for financing energy efficiency programs. 
 The first paper presents an evaluation of residential space heating, solar water heating and 
efficient window programs in France.  Program participants received incentive payments in the form of 
interest-free loans and bonus payments.  The paper includes a review of cost effectiveness from various 
perspectives.  There is a discussion of barriers to increased implementation such as, cost recovery 
mechanisms and lack of inclusion of environmental costs in the cost effectiveness analysis. 
 The second paper reviews the lessons learned from an on-the-bill financing program in two US 
utility programs.  Both programs provide the initial cost for the installation of long-term energy 
efficiency measures.  The costs are recovered through payments included in the customer’s monthly 
utility bill.  A unique feature of this program is that it is directed at rental property and designed to 
reduce the renter’s monthly utility bill.  The paper will discuss barriers to implementation and how they 
can be overcome. 
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